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1.0 GENERAL INFORMATION ABOUT ASU’S 
 

Areas of substantial unemployment (ASU’s) are important factors in the distribution of selected WIOA title 1 funds (chapters 4-

5). The ASU designation process occurs annually and is done under the direction and guidance of the Bureau of Labor Statistics 

(BLS) and the Employment and Training Administration (ETA). We received confirmation from BLS our Federal ASU has 

been validated and submitted to ETA.   

1.1 ASU Designation Process 

 

An ASU is an area that is composed of any combination of Local Area Unemployment Statistics (LAUS) areas and/or 

census-shared areas that meet the qualification requirements set by ETA. An ASU part is (1) a LAUS area, (2) a 

county or portion of a county,  (3) portion of a LAUS area that is census-shared from a whole LAUS area.   

 

1.2 ASU Qualification Requirements 

 

1) Population of at least 10,000 persons based on Census Bureau figures 

2) Unemployment Rate must be 6.5 % or greater for the 12-month average for the reference period (July 2014 

benchmarked – June 2015)  

3) A geographic area comprised of contiguous census tracts 

 

2.0 DEVELOPING ASU’s 

 

Federal ASU's are constrained by the state boundaries and can be a LAUS area (i.e. statewide, county, city, part of city, part 

of county) in its entirety as long as the ASU qualification requirements are met.    All ASU’s were identified by using the 

approved census-share method.  This method is used to designate part of a LAUS area as either an ASU part or a whole 

ASU.  Labor force estimates for the census-shared areas are developed by applying census-share ratios to the current 

employment and unemployment estimates for the larger LAUS areas from which they are derived.  The Federal ASU’s are 

used nationally to determine Maryland’s share of the total available federal dollars. 

State ASU’s are constructed in the same manner as the Federal ASU’s however they are constrained by the WIOA 

boundaries. The State ASU’s are used to allocate Maryland’s share of available federal dollars among the WIOA’s.   

2.1 Data Sources Used 

 
1) 2010 Census Data - Beginning with PY 2014, the Census 2010 household-only employment and unemployment 

data were used in the methodology.  The Employment and Training Administration (ETA) contracted with the 

Census Bureau for a special tabulation of household-only data that excluded persons living in group quarters.  

This eliminated the impact of the “Group Quarters” error.  

a. Census tracts reflect population changes since the 2000 Census.  Most counties have more total 

census tracts than the 2000 census.  Some census tract designation numbers common to both 

Census editions often have re-defined boundaries. 

2) Local Area Unemployment Statistics Program (LAUS) Data – The 12 month average employment and 

unemployment figures for the reference period July 2014 (benchmarked) – June 2015 are used in the PY 2016 

ASU designations.    
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3.0 MARYLAND ASUs 

 

Below are the State ASU’s for PY 2016:  

 

Anne Arundel County WIOA:  This WIOA includes 2 ASUs consisting of 50 census tracts in Anne Arundel 

County.. 

Baltimore City WIOA:  This WIOA includes 1 ASU consisting of 200 census tracts in Baltimore City. 

Baltimore County WIOA:  This WIOA includes 1 ASU consisting of 184 census tracts in Baltimore County.     

Frederick County WIOA:  This WIOA includes 1 ASU consisting of 27 census tracts in Frederick County. 

Lower Shore WIOA:  This WIOA includes 1 ASU consisting of 44 census tracts in Somerset County,  Wicomico 

County, and Worcester County. 

Mid- Maryland WIOA:  This WIOA includes 2 ASUs containing 29 census tracts in Carroll County and Howard 

County. 

Montgomery County WIOA:  This WIOA includes 1 ASU consisting of 68 census tracts in Montgomery County.   

Prince George’s WIOA:  This WIOA includes 1 ASU consisting of 148 census tracts in Prince George’s County.    

Southern Maryland WIOA:  This WIOA includes 1 ASU consisting of 39 census tracts in Calvert County, Charles 

County and St. Mary’s County. 

Susquehanna WIOA:  This WIOA includes 1 ASU consisting of 60 census tracts in Cecil County and Harford 

County. 

Upper Shore WIOA:  This WIOA includes 1 ASU consisting of 43 census tracts in Caroline County, Dorchester 

County, Kent County, Queen Anne’s County, and Talbot County.  

Western Maryland WIOA:  This WIOA includes 1 ASU consisting of 62 census tracts in Allegany County, 

Garrett County, and Washington County. 
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4.0 PY 2016 ASU WIOA Chart 
    

    Maryland State ASU Data for PY 2016 
 

Labor 
Force 

Employment Unemployment 
Unemployment 

Rate 

  Anne Arundel County WIOA (2 ASUs, 50 
Tracts) Total 136,330 127,502 8,828 6.5 

Baltimore City WIOA (1 ASU, 200 Tracts) Total 295,120 270,778 24,342 8.2 

Baltimore Countty WIOA (1 ASU, 184 Tracts) Total 384,020 359,226 24,794 6.5 

Frederick County WIOA (1 ASU, 27 Tracts) Total 56,445 52,794 3,651 6.5 

Lower Shore WIOA (1 ASU, 44 Tracts) Total 85,003 77,751 7,252 8.5 

Somerset County (8 Tracts)   9,470 8,621 849 9.0 

Wicomico County (19 Tracts)   49,860 46,266 3,594 7.2 

Worcester County (17 Tracts)   25,673 22,864 2,809 10.9 

Mid MD WIOA (2 ASUs, 29 Tracts) Total 85,957 80,387 5,570 6.5 

Carroll County (11 Tracts)   28,221 26,384 1,837 6.5 

Howard County (18 Tracts)   57,736 54,003 3,733 6.5 

Montgomery County WIOA (1 ASU, 68 Tracts) Total 180,265 168,643 11,622 6.5 

Prince Georges County WIOA (1 ASU, 148 Tracts) Total 324,633 303,635 20,998 6.5 

Southern MD WIOA (1 ASU, 39 Tracts) Total 104,819 98,039 6,780 6.5 

Calvert County (11 Tracts)   30,049 28,345 1,704 5.7 

Charles County (18 Tracts)   48,223 44,996 3,227 6.7 

St. Marys County (10 Tracts)   26,547 24,698 1,849 7.0 

Susquehanna WIOA (1 ASU, 60 Tracts) Total 147,625 138,054 9,571 6.5 

Cecil County (16 Tracts)   43,120 40,175 2,945 6.8 

Harford County (44 Tracts)   104,505 97,879 6,626 6.3 

Upper Shore WIOA (1 ASU, 43 Tracts) Total 74,820 69,942 4,878 6.5 

Caroline County (8 Tracts)   16,113 15,096 1,017 6.3 

Dorchester County (9) Tracts)   14,865 13,603 1,262 8.5 

Kent County (5 Tracts)   8,545 7,969 576 6.7 

Queen Annes County (12 Tracts)   20,622 19,507 1,115 5.4 

Talbot County (9 Tracts)   14,675 13,767 908 6.2 

Western MD WIOA (1 ASU, 62 Tracts) Total 124,713 116,608 8,105 6.5 

Allegany County (23 Tracts)   33,097 30,754 2,343 7.1 

Garrett County (7 Tracts)   15,490 14,457 1,033 6.7 

Washington County (32 Tracts)   76,126 71,397 4,729 6.2 

      

      4.1 PY 2016 Federal ASU Data 
 

Labor 
Force 

Employment Unemployment 
Unemployment 

Rate 

  Maryland State Total 2385062 2231016 154046 6.5 
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